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2007 Year End Thoughts

How odd that winter begins and ends a year. At a year’s end, the slow
diminution of botanic life, from the proverbial descent of autumn’s leaves to
the death of all the grass around us, seems to contradict the frenetic nature
of the holiday season. While consumerism reaches yearly heights in
November and December, our surroundings suggest that everyone should
take a step back, relax, and reflect upon eleven months of undoubtedly
eventful change and growth. In fact, it seems to be the only way I can
write this reflection. School just let out early, and I have nothing better to
do for the next few hours other than watch the ice pellets fall and think.

I hardly remember the beginning of 2007 musically. Of course, I remember
my own performances- various jazz band performances on bass guitar while
scrapping away at acoustic guitar in an indoor drumline. Yet none of those
events stick out as definitive; they feel more like a blur. Winter begins each
year as well, where nature seems to hibernate, letting whatever
precipitation the sky rains down upon us bury nature’s dead. The
environment never notices the change of a year; after all, the calendar is
an inexact science made by man. Fittingly, the music industry laid dormant
through the beginning of the year. Aside from a few notable releases
(including Eluvium’s Copia, my favorite album of the year), the world had
to wait until spring for the industry to pick up in activity. From March until
November, the music world remained incredibly active, with the ascent and
descent in activity paralleling the change of seasons. From the end of the
year through the beginning of the next, however, the record industry lies in
wait.

Looking back in recent history, this seems to be the normal wave of activity
throughout the year. An unusual constant, however, was the consistently
good material released in 2007. I lack the hindsight to truly look back on
other years with experience, but I can say this: I truly enjoyed the music
of 2007. Currently, I rate six albums from this year a 4.5/5, where at the
end of 2006, I had three (note: I do not believe in rating albums a full 5/5
upon their release). Undoubtedly, I will discover more gems from the year
as time moves on, and hopefully, I can look back in later years and
remember 2007 as a fantastic year for music.



